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GOOD HVJ::NlNG, MY NAME IS JOHN BANKS, I AM HBRE ON BEHALF 
Or THE PENOBSCOT NATION AS THB DIRE<.. 'TOR OF THE PENOHSCOT 
NATION DePARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOORCES. 

THIS l,ROCEEDING RAlSES MA11ERS FOR TilE I'ENOSSCOT NATION 
THAT GO TO THe CORE OF ITS VERY EXISTENCE: TilE IIEAl.TH OF THR 
PENOBSCOT RIVER AND JTS RESOURCES. OUR TRIBE HAS OCCUl,lED TJJE 
PENOBSCOT RIVER WATERSHED fROM TIME IMMEMORIAL. OUR NAME IS 
THE NAME OF THE RIVER. OUR CREATJON STORIES TF.I.J. HOW WE CAME 
FROM THIS RIVER. WH DEPEND UPON IT FOR OUR PHYSICAL, CUI..TIJRAL, 
ANi> SPIRITUAL SURVIVAl •. 

UNDER TilE MAINE INDIAN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT OF I 980, 
CONGRESS CONFIKMED THAT OUR RESERV AT! ON ENCOMPASSES TJ IE 
PENOBSCOT RIVER FROM INDIAN ISLAND, NORTHWARD. Tl liS INCLUDES 
OlJR ABORlGINAL RIGHT TO TAKE 1-lSH FOR OUR SUSTENANCE. 

BUT OUR RESERV A TJON I lAS BEEN POISONED BY POLLUTION. THE 
RlVF.R ANJ> ITS RESOURCES HAVE BEEN CONTAMINATED BY DlOXIN AND 
OTHER HAZARDOUS MATF.RIALS FROM POLLUTION DISCHARGES INTO THE 
RlVER, PRIMARlL Y BY PAPER COMPANIES. OUR HOME HAS BEEN A 
DUMPING GROUND FOR POLLUTION BY OTHERS WITHOUT OUR 
PERMISSION IN VIOLATION OF OUR TREATY RIGHTS. I DO NOT HAVE TI-lE 
WORDS TO EXPLAIN HOW MUCH THIS HARMS TH}{ RIVER, THE FISH, AND 
OUR PEOPLE. 

THF. STA'fE OF MAINE HAS APPLIED TO THE UNITED STATES rOR 
AUTHORITY TO CONTROL TIIR PERMIITING OF POLLUTION DISCHARGES 
INTO OUR RESERVATION. LET ME STATE THAT IN A OJFFERENT WAY: TJJB 
STATE OF MAINE WANTS THE UNITED STATES TO GIVE IT CONTROL OVER 
THE GRANTING OF PERMISSION FOR OUTSIDERS TO POLLUTE OUR 
WATERS. 
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THIS IS NOT SOMETHfNG Til/\ l MAINE HAS Tile RIGIIT TO CONTI<Ot.. 
OtJk IU·:SJ.:J(VATJON AND JTS RESOURCI::S ARE Of UNIQUE JNTI1Rl::ST TO 
OUR TRIR.F. AS A SEPARATE SOVeREIGN. THIS WAS THUE LONG BEFOKc 
EUROPEANS ARKIVED ON THE COAST, ANl.> lT REMAINS TRUE, THROUGH 
TIJI! PROMISe OF THE SETrl..F.MENT ACT, TODAY. JNTJEEO, THe UNITED 
STATES HAS A FIDUCIARY OOLJGA TION (OF THE HIGIIEST ORDER) TO 
I1RF.~F.RVF. AND J'KOTECf OUR RESERVATION AND OUR UNJQUH INTERESTS 
lN THE RIV~It. THAT lS NOT SOMETHING THAT THE STATE CAN HVER 
I lAVE OR CONTROL. 

UNFORTUNATEJ... Y, OUR HJSTORY WITH THE STATli OF MAINE, LIKE 
"I-HAT OF MANY TRIBES, IN REI~~I\TION TO STATES, HAS BEEN ONE OF 
HOSTILITY. TJJE STATE OP MAINE FOR MANY YEARS SOUGHT TO DESTROY OUR IDENTITY AS A UNIQUE, SOVEREJON PEOPI.H. HUT IT FAILED JN TIIAT · ENI>EA VOR WI lEN TilE UNITED STATES RECOGNIZED US. FEDERAl. 
RECOGNITION RESTORED OUR lNUERENT SOVEREIGNTY AS rr EXISTED 
FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL. WITH THAT CAME t:EDERAL PROTECTION OF , 
OUR RESfikVATJON ANl> OUR PF..OPJ..B AGAINST DESTRUCTJON BY THe 
STATE. WITH THAT CAME FEDERAL PROTECTION 01-" OUR RIGHT TO HAVE 
A HEAI..TIIY RESf.RVATION. 

• •• 
THE PURPOSE OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT JS TO .. RESTORE AND 

MAINTAIN THE CHEMICAL, PHYSICAL, AND BIOLOGICAL INTEGRITY OF 
THE NATION'S WATERS." CONGRESS DECLARES TJIATTHE DISCHARGE OF 
POLLUTANTS INTO THE NATION'S RIVERS MUST BE ELIMINATED AND 
THAT WATER QUALITY MUST I,ROTECT FISH (AND WIT .OLIFE) AND TUEJR 
PROP A CiA TION. 

THE MANDATE OF THE CLEAN WATER At. I· IS NOT MET IN THE 
PENOHSCOT JNDJAN RESERVATION. BUT THE PENOBSCOT NATJON IS 
WORKING HARD TO HAVH TUAT MANDATE MET. THH SKILLED STAFf OP 
OUR NATURAl. RESOURCES DEPARTMRNT WORKS EVERY DAY TO 
MONITOR AND IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF TIJE RIVER. 

WE DO NOT KNOW WHY THE ST ATF. RESI~'TS OLJR RIGHT TO 
CONTROL THE CLEANLINESS OF OUR liOME. WE ARE BAFFLED HY THE 
ST ATH'S REfUSAL TO EVF.N SIT DOWN WITH US TO DISCUSS A JOINT 
APPROACH TO MEETING THE GOALS OF TilE CLHI\N WATER ACT, AS 
ReCOMMENDED BY YOUR AGENCY. 
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OUR SI~NSH IS THAT lliE STATE FEARS OUR RJOllT TO f•ftO'I'ECJ' OlJR UNIQUE INTERESTS IN THF. RJVEJ( UI!C.AlJSE THAT COUJ.D JNTERFF.RE WITH CONTINU.IID POLLUTION BY THH 11Al'ER COMPANIES. 

. OUR C.OAL IS NOT TO fiCJHT ABOUT CON'n<OJ. OF THE RIVF.R, RUT TO PROTF.CT THH HI!AJ.TH OF TiiE RIVER. NEVERTHF.I .F.SS, TUE PHYSICAL, ClJI.TIJRAf., ANT> Sl'IRITUAL IIEALnl OP OUR PEOJ'J.H DEPEND UPON A CLEAN RIVER THAT SERVES TJJR UNIQUE INTERESTS OF OUR PHOPL~ AND OUR kF.Sr:.RVATJON. TIIH STATE OF MAINE liAS NO RJGHT TO CONTR()J. THOSE INTERESTS TO OUR EXCLUSION. AND 11US AC.ENCY WJI.J .. VIOLATE THF.I1ROMISF.OF 'i'HE SETTLEMENT ACT ANI> JTS TRUST OBLIGATION TO OUR TRIBE, IF IT GIVES THE STATe SUCIJ CONTROL. 

ALTHOUGH WB FBAR niAT THE LEGAl. AND FACTUAL MATfERS AT lSSUll IN 1·HJS PROCEEDING AKH NOT SUJTABLB FOk RESOJ..trrtON J.JY MfiRH ••pUJU.JC COMMENT" FROM OUR TRIBI!, I ·n~ANK YOU FOR. 'I'HH 
OPPORTIJNJTV SPF.AK 11-liS EVENING. 

THE PENOBSCOT NA'J'JON WILL SUBMlT FURTIJER WKJTTEN . 
COMMENTS JN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

JOHN BANKS 
DIRECI'OR, PJ~NORSCOT NATJON 
NATURAL RESOURCES DEI'ARTMJ!NT 
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